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Whatcom County FSA 
6975 Hannegan Road 
Lynden, WA 98264-9019 
Phone: 360-354-5658 
Fax: 360-354-4678 
 

Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 AM – 4:30 PM 

 
County Committee 
Debbie Smit, Chair 
Dan Noteboom, V-Chair 
Theresa Sygitowicz, Member 
Satpaul Neger, Advisor 

 
Office Staff 
David A Unruh, CED 
david.unruh@wa.usda.gov 
 
Darcy Maldonado, PT 
darcy.maldonado@ 
wa.usda.gov 
 
Betty Snell, PT 
betty.snell@wa.usda.gov 

 

Farm Loan Staff 
Mark Turner, FLM 
mark.turner@wa.usda.gov 
  
Lynn Alderson, FLO 
Lynn.alderson@wa.usda.gov 
 
Marlene Garber, PT 
Marlene.garber@wa.usda.gov 

 
National USDA Website 
http://www.usda.gov 
National FSA Website 
http://www.fsa.usda.gov 
State FSA Website 
http://www.usda.gov/wa 
 
Important Dates to Remember 
 
May 30, July 4, and September 5 
Office Closure for Holidays 
 
June 1 DCP/ACRE signup ends 
 
June 30 Crop reporting deadline 
 
July 29 SURE Signup ends 
 

 

 
 

Disaster Reporting is Important 
 
To be eligible for crop loss assistance, 
producers who purchased Noninsured 
Assistance Program (NAP) coverage are 
required to report weather related crop 
damage by the EARLIER of the 
following: 1) within 15 calendar days after 
the disaster occurrence or date damage to 
the specific crop acreage is apparent for 
yield losses; 2) 15 calendar days after the 
normal harvest date.  
 
Additionally, if the intention is to not harvest 
the crop, the County FSA office must be 
contacted so that a loss adjuster can verify 
the crop damage prior to its abandonment 
or destruction.  Failure to meet these 
requirements can compromise NAP 
coverage, or make claims ineligible for 
assistance.  The loss must be reported on 
CCC-576 Notice of Loss form. 
 

2011 ACRE/DCP Deadline 
 
The deadline to enroll in both the Average 
Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) and the 
Direct and Counter-cyclical Programs (DCP) 
is June 1, 2011.  If you have not received 
your DCP contract in the mail, please call 
today for an appointment to sign up. 
 

Acreage Reporting Deadline 
 
If you participate in an FSA program you are 
required to report your crop acreage and 
land use to maintain eligibility for the DCP, 
CREP, NAP, SURE, and most livestock 
disaster programs.  June 30, 2011, is the 
final date to timely certify.  Beyond that 
date, fees will be assessed for late-filed 
acreage reporting.  
 
The county office is pre-filing appointment 
cards with the date and time we have 
scheduled for you.  These appointment 
cards will be mailed out to those who filed 
last year, about two weeks prior to your 
scheduled appointment time. However, if 
you finish planting prior to your notification 
of your appointment time, you are 
encouraged to call for an earlier 
appointment date.  Your cooperation will 
assist us in serving you timelier.  

CREP 
 
Good stewardship has its rewards.  The 
Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program (CREP) is a voluntary program that 
pays landowners rent, a signing bonus and 
all eligible costs for planting buffers along 
creeks, ditches, and wetlands. 
 

2009 SURE Sign up Deadline 
 
The deadline for producers to submit 
applications for 2009 crop year Supplemental 
Revenue Assistance Payments Program 
(SURE) is July 29, 2011.  The application 
and all required documentation must be on 
file and signed by close of business on that 
day.  A fact sheet with more detailed 
information is available on the FSA website 
www.fsa.usda.gov/wa.  For more information, 
contact this office. 

 

Farm Changes and Reconstitutions 
 
Any changes in your farm’s physical makeup, 
such as adding or removing land, ownership 
changes may impact your acreage base.  
Farm reconstitutions must be requested by 
August 1 to be effective for the 2011 
program year.  Your farm must comply with 
program requirements as the operation is 
currently structured, including required 
signatures and acreage reporting. 
 

MILC 
 

October 1 starts the 2012 year for the MILC 
program.  Producers need to insure that they 
select the correct start month for the year. 
Those who selected October as the start 
month will need to notify us by September 14 
if they want to change to a later month.  
Production will not count until there is a 
payment month. 

 
BUDGET CUTS:  Due to budget cuts, 
this may be the last county newsletter 
for the fiscal year, ending September 
30, 2011.  Producers are encouraged 

to contact this office for program 
deadlines and other information. 
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